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Profile of the University 

 

Brno University of Technology offers structured tertiary-level education in the following types 

of studies: Bachelor’s programmes (3-4 years, ending with the titles Bc. or BcA), Master’s 

programmes (1.5-2 years, ending with the titles Ing., Ing. arch. or MgA) and doctoral 

programmes (3-4 years, ending with the title PhD). Studies may be pursued full-time (“on-

site“) or in combined form. 

The traditional fields of study are civil, 

mechanical and electrotechnical 

engineering, architecture, business 

and management, the fine arts and 

information technology. 

The basic forms of teaching are 

lectures, seminars, studio work, 

projects, classwork, consultations, 

work placements, excursions and 

individual work. 

University of the Third Age offers university courses (lectures, seminars, workshops) intended 

mostly for senior citizens. 

This form of university education aims not only to improve specialist qualification of senior 

citizens (the knowledge acquired or degrees received are seldom needed for their jobs), but 

also to improve the quality of their lives, offering them intellectual activities and contact with 

younger generations. 

The types and scope of courses offered by different universities are of a rather divers nature.  

They range from single lectures to complete degree programmes studied along with full-time 

students. In the Czech Republic, universities of the 3rd age mostly offer thematic lecture 

series. 

University of the Third Age is a part of the system for education-for-life at the Brno University 

of Technology and forms one of the modules of the Lifelong Learning Institute. Participants of 

University of the Third Age have the status of students of the university. University of the Third 

Age contributes to the popularisation of science and new discoveries, with the particular aim 

of making new technology and modern engineering more accessible to a wider public. 
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Results from a Survey 
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Conclusion 

 

This report offers relevant information for the next part of the project: enlargement of the 

seniors’ ICT skills. Most of the respondents of the survey were women (82 %). About 46 % of 

the surveyed respondents were situated between 71 and 80 years of age, 40 % were 61-to-

70-year-olds, the remaining 14 % corresponded to people between 50 and 70 years. All 

respondents have at least secondary education. Concerning their computer literacy, about 

29 % of respondents consider their skills are low or very low, 42 % acceptable, 29 % good or 

very good. Smartphones are used by 73 % of respondents. Almost all respondents use a 

personal computer (97 %). Seniors mostly uses access to the Internet at home or at the 

University of the Third Age. 

Respondents usually prefer support provided by relatives or friends, workshops and lessons 

in the classroom. Only 14 % of respondents use voice input. Although the goal behind the 

Internet of Things (IoT) is to have devices that self report in real-time, improving efficiency 

and bringing important information to the surface more quickly than a system depending on 

human intervention, almost all respondents prefer traditional control of the devices. 

According to the results of the questionnaire, we can conclude that the majority of 

respondents have a positive attitude towards digital technologies and are willing to overcome 

the difficulties of using the equipment. Nowadays ICT cannot be separated from their daily 

needs. Because digital technologies have a great impact on seniors‘ lives, during the upcoming 

computer courses implemented within the SeLiD project, our special goal is to attract seniors‘ 

attention to the most popular IoT devices and to the artificial intelligence issues. 

 


